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2 * Young Writers and Artists Contest 2022

The Deep Valley Book Festival (DVBF) is organized by an all-volunteer committee of writers, publishers, and 
book lovers! The festival gets its name from the setting of the beloved Betsy-Tacy children’s books written by 
Mankato-born author Maud Hart Lovelace. 

The DVBF seeks to encourage young people to express themselves through writing or art. An authentic audience 
is so powerful for students. The DVBF Young Writer and Artist Competition (YWAC) is an easy and inspiring 
way to give kids an authentic audience. The more a child writes or draws the more confidence they will have in 
their abilities. Not only are they writing or drawing for a real panel of professional judges, but there are awards 
to strive for!

The Rules of Entry for the 2022 YWAC were: Young writers (ages 7-18): Write a story in 1500 words or less using 
the theme “Cooperation.” Young artists (ages 7-18): Create an original illustration of a scene from a favorite book 
and provide a quote from the book that describes your illustration.  

Young Writer Judges: 
Rachael Hanel

Author and associate professor of Creative Writing 

Joy Riggs
Writer of nonfiction

Kirstin Cronn-Mills
Writes fiction and nonfiction for young adults

Young Artist Judge:
Ann Rosenquist Fee

Executive Director, Arts Center of St. Peter
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Young Writers awards

Young Artists awards

Age 7-8

Age 9-10

Age 7-8

Age 9-10

Age 11-12

Age 13-14

Age 11-12

Age 13-14

Age 15-17

Age 15-181st: Zoe Zhang
Pg. 83 - The Nightingale
2nd: Sophia Lobitz
Pg. 84 - Dreams Come to Life
3rd: Apollo Homb
Pg. 85 - Charlotte’s Web

1st: Kira Ulman
Pg. 50 - Confusion
2nd: Megan Lawver
Pg. 53 - Percy & Petunia Help Marshmallow Out of a Very 
Sticky Situation
3rd (tie): Elizabeth Engel
Pg. 56 - Captured by Greed
3rd (tie): Rose MacPherson
Pg. 61 - A Story of Seven Siblings

1st: Kiah Clauson
Pg. 21 - My Life
2nd: Artina Kazemi
Pg. 25 - Sharing Season
3rd: Roham Sharma
Pg. 29 - No Man is an Island
Honorable Mention:
Evalyn Altman
Pg. 34 - Ahnya Vs. Cooperation

1st: Jadynn Meerbeek
Pg. 89 - Creatures of the Flood
2nd: Megan Lawver
Pg. 90 – The Lab
3rd: Rose MacPherson
Pg. 91 - That Hideous Strength

1st (tie):  Maria Dembouski
Pg. 65 - Prisoner 783
1st (tie): Grace MacPherson
Pg. 69 - The Phoenix Egg
2nd: Lily Blaisdell
Pg. 72 – (untitled)
3rd: Bethany Hanson
Pg. 75 - Choices and Conscience

1st: Samantha Liebl
Pg. 92 – Save the Date
2nd: Grace MacPherson
Pg. 93 – Five Children and It

1st: Caitlyn Ries
Pg. 4 - The Cooperation Run
2nd: Joy MacPherson
Pg. 10 - The Lost Children	
3rd: Nityan Sharma
Pg.  12 - Garden of Dreams

1st: Athena Homb
Pg. 15 - Rockville, The Most Successful Town in the World
2nd: Lucia Huber
Pg. 17 - Tom and Sophie and the Savannah Legends
3rd: Brynley Mettler
Pg. 19 - Star Power

1st: Madeline Mehltretter
Pg. 77 - James and the Giant Peach
2nd: Charlotte Haekenkamp
Pg. 78 - Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
3rd: Bearet Meerbeek
Pg.  79 - Percy Jackson and the Olympians

1st: Kamila A. Smith
Pg. 80 – 20 Fun Facts About Stingrays
2nd: Athena Homb
Pg. 81 - The Last of the Really Good Whangdoodles
3rd: Macey Golombiecki
Pg. 82 - Winter of the Wizard

Honorable Mention
Maria Smook
Pg. 86 - The Hundred Dresses
Kenneth Zimmerman
Pg. 87 - The Colossus Rises
Athena Quinn
Pg. 88 - My Side of the Mountain

Apollo Homb
Pg. 39 - The Great Battle Between Laserbeam and Brutus
Rishabh Jain
Pg. 41 - The Impossible Maze
Price MacPherson
Pg. 44 - The Legend of the Ice Dragon
Joshua Wang
Pg. 48 - Snowcap
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Lily Blaisdell
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Lily Blaisdell
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Lily Blaisdell
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Madeline Mehltretter  •  Age 7
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Charlotte Haekenkamp  •  Age 8
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Bearet Meerbeek  •  Age 8
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Kamila A. Smith  •  Age 9
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Athena Homb  •  Age 9
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Macey Golombiecki  •  Age 9
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Zoe Zhang  •  Age 12
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Sophia Lobitz  •  Age 11
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Apollo Homb •  Age 12
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Maria Smook  •  Age 11

Anthology 2022.indd   86Anthology 2022.indd   86 9/26/22   7:27 AM9/26/22   7:27 AM



Young Writers and Artists Contest 2022 * 87
Kenneth Zimmerman  •  Age 11

Anthology 2022.indd   87Anthology 2022.indd   87 9/26/22   7:27 AM9/26/22   7:27 AM



88 * Young Writers and Artists Contest 2022
Athena Quinn  •  Age 11
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Jadynn Meerbeek  •  Age 14
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Megan Lawver  •  Age 14
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Rose MacPherson  •  Age 13
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Samantha Liebl  •  Age 17
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Grace MacPherson  •  Age 16
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Thank you to all of our entrants! 
Watch for news regarding the 

2023 contest. You can find  
updates on our Facebook page 

(Deep Valley Book Festival)  
or website  

www.deepvalleybookfestival.com

The 8th edition of the  
Deep Valley Book Festival will be 
held Saturday, October 7, 2023.
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